SE R M ON 


PREACHED IN THE 
Pariſh Church of St. CnAb, in Shrewſbury, 


On SeyTEMBER 24, 1769. 


Wa 


- — 

erer 
* 

= * 


SP YeoH Ver of Ve of Vee Wed Woof 


4 
N 
; 12 4 
1 
23 an : 


I" e 
1222 
F 


w—_ 
vw 


_ 2 ATE EIT * 


, ud RE BT ion oo ds hdd 
= 4 * 1 


N 9 W 
pf e — * SO 5 - 2 7 = 7 * * 9 I A 
S 4 N — 8 


6 — 
— — 


A Teft of true and falſe Doctrines. 


A 


S E R M ON 


PREACHED 


In the PARISH CHURCH 


O F 
St. CHAD, S AL Op; 


On SEPTEMBER 24, 1769. 


By WILLIAM ADAMS, D. D. 4 


\ 
» 


De EE LL LENSES 


Miniſter of St. Chad's and Chaplain to 
the late Biſhop of St. A/aph. 


Taz SECOND EDITION. 


LO SD Q-- Wy 


PRINTED for B. Wu rr e, Fleet-Street; and 
T. CavDveLL, in the Strand. 


M DCC LXX, 


e 


"T* HE following diſcourſe was occa- 

ſion:d by a ſermon preached in 
my church, ſo contrary to the ſentiments 
of religion which I with to imprint and 
am always inculcating on the minds of 
my hearers, that I thought myſelf obliged 
on the firſt opportunity to give my teſti- 
mony againſt it. 'The preacher is a per- 
ſon of known learning, and, as I am in- 
formed, a principal leader among thoſe 
who are called methodiſts. The parti- 
cular tenets which gave this offence, and 
the raſh, unguarded terms in which they 
were expreſſed, I forbear to mention. 
They are too well remembered by many 
of 


vi N 


of thoſe who heard them: and it is pro- 
bable that this diſcourſe will fall into 
the hands of few others. It is now pub- 
liſhed at the requeſt of many, not with 
a view to inflame the minds of angry and 
contentious men, or to kindle an un- 
chriſtian ſpirit of ſtrife and bitterneſs 
againſt the teachers of theſe doctrines, 
On the contrary, there is no one, as all 
who know me will teſtify, more for- 
ward than I have ever been, to do juſtice 
to their good intentions; to the piety and 
other virtues of thoſe who patronize 
them ; and even to the exemplary zeal 
in their parochial duties of many of their 
paſtors: no one, as all who hear me 
will teſtify, more careful to inculcate the 
duties of candour and forbearance, and 
the moſt extenſive charity to thoſe who 
differ in opinion from us. But when 
the firſt principles of religion ſeem to be 
deſerted, and the firſt duties of it ſuper- 

ſeded 
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ſeded as fruitleſs and unneceſſary; when 
the goodneſs and moral attributes of the 
deity are indirectly arraigned, and this 
with an undoubting confidence, and an 
air imperious and deciſive, tending to 
blind the minds and ſurprize the credulity 
of the vulgar; to which I have mote 
than once been an ear-witneſs in my own 
church: it cannot be unbecoming me 
to warn thoſe with whom I am concern- 
ed, againſt being deceived with vain 
words, — againſt haſtily believing that 
theic own paſtor is a ſetter forth of falſe 
doctrines, and preaches another goſpel 
inſtead of that of Chriſt, when he teaches 
them, as he always does, that religion is 


deſigned to enforce the practice of piety 


and all good works, and that the end of 
all its doctrines and inilitutions, as well 
as of its precepts, is holineſs of life. With 
this intention I put this diſcourſe into 
their Hands, which in Many Parts of it 


has 


— 


has no immediate reference to the ſer- 
mon that occaſioned it, but to other doc- 
trines that are ſuppoſed to ſtand con- 
nected in the ſame ſyſtem with it; and 
in which ſome of the boldeſt aſſertions 
there advanced are for the reaſons above- 
hinted, - over-looked. The little time 
that could be had for preparing it, will 
excuſe the want of accuracy and method 
that will be obſerved in it. As this 
could not be redrefſed without new mo- 
delling the whole, it is here printed 
with very little amendment, juſt as it 
was preached. 
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1 JOHN iv. 1. 


Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the 


ſpirits whether they are of God. 


T is remarkable, that from the firſt 

eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity, even in 

the times of the apoſtles themſelves, it 
ſhould be thought neceſſary to caution 
men againſt falſe teachers and ſeducing 
ſpirits, who corrupted the ſincere milk of 
the word, and led men aſtray from the 
ways of truth and godlineſs. 


No ſooner were the epiſtles of St. Paul 
tranſcribed and read in the churches, than 
over- curious and ſpeculative men put their 
own comments upon them, and made 
them ſpeak doctrines contrary to the mind 
of the apoſtle and to true religion: in 2obich 


B epiſtles 
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eßpiſles of our beloved Paul, ſaith St. Peter “, 
tbere are ſome things hard to be underſlood, 
which they that are unlearned and unſtable 
ae, as they do alſo the other ſcriptures, 
unto their own deſlruction. It was probably 
ſome haſty and erroneous concluſions 
drawn from hence, which St. James ſets 
himſelf to confute in his general epiſtle: 
in which he cautions his readers againſt 
entertaining too high an opinion of the 
efficacy or virtue of faith; as if it were 
neceſſarily productive of obedience, or 
could make any compenſation for the want 
of obedience. My brethren, ſaith he +, 
what doth it profit, if a man ſay I have faith 
and have not works ? Can faith ſave him? 
Shew me thy faith without thy works, and 
T will ſhew thee my faith by my works, 


Men have ever been fond of placing 
their religion in opinions more than in 
practice, of dividing into ſects and parties, 
ſaying I am of Paul, IJ am of Apollos, and 
I of Cephas, employing their zeal about 
matters of little moment and of doubtful 
diſputation, inſteat of applying the great 


* 2 Pet. iii. 16. f James ii. 14, 18. 
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and plain truths of the goſpel to the 
amendment of their lives, and purification 
of their hearts. Hence the kingdom of 
Chriſt is divided againſt itſelf. Scripture 
and authority are pleaded for contradic- 
tory opinions, and where theſe are found 
inſufficient, the witneſs of the ſpirit is 
ſometimes preſumptuouſly called in, and 
immediate inſpiration or illumination from 
heaven indirectly, if not openly, challenged 
to authorize doctrines that are a reproach 
to reaſon as well as chriſtianity. 


Our Lord therefore early forewarned his 
followers to beware of falſe teachers and 
pretended prophets who ſhould come in 
his name. And the apoſtle in the text ad- 
moniſhes us not to believe every pretence 
to revelation, or to a commiſſion from 
heaven, but to try the ſpirits whether 


they are of God, and have a well-ground- 


ed claim to his authority. 


An excellent and plain rule for judging 
of the truth and importance of religious 
doctrines, as well as of the danger and 
different degrees of malignity in error, 
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and which is yet of more conſequence 
to us, of our own proficiency in religt- 
ous duties, I have lately laid before you 
in the words of our bleſſed Saviour “, By 
their jruits ye ſhall know them, 


here is yet another teſt by which we 
may try religious opinions, as extenſive 
in its uſe and as caly in the application, 
which is, by comparing them with the 


great leading principles of religion, ſuch 


as are univerſally acknowledged to be 
eſſential and fundamental to it. 


In religion, as in all other parts of 
knowledge, there are ſome firſt allowed 
truths, from which there lies no appeal, 
which are either implied in the very idea 
of religion, or are however every where ac- 
know ledged and received for true; which 
want no argument to inforce them, and 
can ſcarce by any argument be made clearer 
or plainer than they are. Such are theſe 
that follow; that God 1s the righteous 
governor of the world ; that he loveth 


. 112htcouſneſs and hateth iniquity; that 


* Matt. vii. 16. 


he 
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he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek him, and that he will not let the 
guilty go free— that man is endowed 
with a faculty of underſtanding to diſ- 
cern betwixt good and evil, and with a 
will or power to chuſe or refuſe the evil 
or the good—that he 1s the creature of 
God, and accountable to him for the uſe 
of thoſe faculties or powers, and obliged 
to exert them in a right manner towards 
God and himſelf as well as his neigh- 
bour : in a word, that he is obliged, as 
he tenders the favour of his maker and 
judge, to practice what is good and to 
avoid what 1s evil. 


Theſe are truths which ſhine by their 
own light, which are every where ſup- 


poſed, and often appealed to in the ſcrip- 


tures, and without which no religion 


that deſerves to be called rational, can 


be ſuppoſed to exiſt. Theſe principles, 
whatever elſe we may doubt about, muſt 
remain undiſputed. They cannot, with- 
out ſhaking the foundations of religion 
itſelf, be brought in queſtion. They are 
indeed the very reaſon and meaning of 

all 
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and which is yet of more conſequence 
to us, of our own proficiency in religi— 
dus duties, I have lately laid before you 
in the words of our bleſſed Saviour “, By 
their fruits ye ſhall know them, 


here is yet another teſt by which we 
may try religious opinions, as extenſive 
in its uſe and as caly in the application, 
which is, by comparing them with the 
great leading principles of religion, ſuch 
as are univer{ally acknowledged to be 
eſſential and fundamental to it. 


In religion, as in all other parts of 
knowledge, there are ſome firſt allowed 
truths, from which there lies no appeal, 
which are either implied in the very idea 
of religion, or are however every where ac- 
knowledocd and received for true; which 
want no argument to inforce them, and 
can ſcarce by any argument be made clearer 
or plainer than they are. Such are theſe 
that follow; that God is the righteous 
governor of the world; that he loveth 


. ighteouſneſs and hateth iniquity; that 
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he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek him, and that he will not let the 
guilty go free— that man is endowed 
with a faculty of underſtanding to diſ- 
cern betwixt good and evil, and with a 
will or power to chuſe or refuſe the evil 
or the good—that he 1s the creature of 
God, and accountable to him for the uſe 
of thoſe faculties or powers, and obliged 
to exert them in a right manner towards 
God and himſelf as well as his neigh- 
bour : in a word, that he is obliged, as 
he tenders the favour of his maker and 
judge, to practice what is good and to 
avoid what 1s evil. 


Theſe are truths which ſhine by their 
own light, which are every where ſup— 
. poſed, and often appealed to in the ſcrip- 
tures, and without which no religion 

that deſerves to be called rational, can 
be ſuppoſed to exiſt. Theſe principles, 
whatever elſe we may doubt about, muſt 
remain undiſputed. They cannot, with- 
out ſhaking the foundations of religion 
itſelf, be brought in queſtion. They are 
indeed the very reaſon and meaning of 
all 
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all religion, without which it would be 
a vain and ſenſeleſs thing. Theſe then 
are a flandard or teſt, by which we may 
in many caſes determine about religious 
opinions, and diſcover the error and ma- 
lignity of falſe docttines. Truth is al- 
ways uniform, and every truth conſiſtent 
with every other. In other words, what- 
ever contradicts a known truth muſt be 
falſe. Now the truths we have here 
laid down are ſuch, as it requires no 
learning or ſuperior knowledge to com- 
prehend ; they are obvious to every ca- 
pacity, and convincing to every under 
ſtanding, Men may darken counſel by 
words without knowledge, may obſcure 
the brighteſt truths by ſophiſtry and 
words without meaning, but if we con- 
front their reaſonings with, or weigh 
them in the balance againſt theſe mo- 
mentous and ſelf-evident traths, their 
vanity and emptineſs will readily appear. 
They may find difficult texts of fcrip- 
ture, which, when taken by themſelves, 
may be made to ſound in favour of the 
ſtrangeſt doctrines : but be aſſured, that 


the ſenſe of theſe, when taken in connec- 


tion 


n 


tion with the whole, will ever be found 
agrecable to the truths before us; be- 
cauſe God cannot deny himſelf, nor his 
word and his will be at variance with his 
attributes, and with the plain dictates of 
conſcience, which is the voice of God 
within us. 


To the truth of theſe firſt principles, 
cannot doubt the aſſent of every one 
who hears me. To aſſiſt you in the ap- 
plication of them, or rather to ſhew that 
you can want no aſſiſtance but the exer- 
ciſe of your own reaſon, I ſhall point 


out the uſe of them in ſome particular 
inſtances. 


Firſt then, if we are told that the law 
of Cod is ſo pure and perfect, that we 
cannot with our beſt endeavours equal it 
in practice, but muſt in very many in- 
ſtances fall ſhort of it; and, at the fame 
time, that nothing but univerſal and un- 
remitted obedience will be accepted at 
his hands ; that the leaſt fins of the leaſt 
of his creatures are of infinite guilt in 
his ſight; that no amends can be made 

or 
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or -pardon obtained for any fins that are 
palt, by repentance and a better obedience 
for the future; that God has no mercy 
but in conſequence of the mediation and 
interceſſion of Chriſt “: this is plainly 
repreſenting God as an hard taſk maſter, 
reaping where he hath not ſown, and ga- 
thering where he hath not ſtrewed ; as 
requiring more from us than he hath given 
us power to perform ; and is contrary to 
all the principles we have laid down, 


The law of «God doe mit indeed - 


low of any diſpenſation for ſin of any 


kind or degree. It would be a contra- 
diction in terms to ſuppoſe this. For 
what is fin but the tranſgreſſion of the 
law? and the law cannot certainly per- 
mit the tranſgreſſion of itſelf. But the 
righteouſneſs of God, as governor of the 
world, implies that he is gracious and 
merciful as well as juſt : that his ſubjects 
are ſufficiently indulged and encouraged ; 

* Some of the leaft exceptionable paſſages in the 
ſermon which gave occaſion to this, were the follow- 
ing: There are no little fins. To have little fins you 


muſt hawe a little Goa, God hath no mercy but through 
Chrift the redcemer. 
that 
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that merciful allowatices will be made 
for the unavoidable infirmities of our na- 
ture; and that even for greater crimes 
upon our fincere repentance and amend- 
ment we ſhall be forgiven, and in ſome 
degree reſtored to favour. This is the 
voice of reaſon and equity. And it is 
the voice of ſcripture too. For what 
ſaith the old teſtament ? God will not be 
extreme to mark what is done amiſi. He 
knoweth whereof we are made, and remem- 

bereth that we are but duſt *. Let the wicł- 
ed forſake his way, and the unrightecus 
man his thoughts : and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
lim; and unto our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon +. And what faith the new ? 
Repent and be converted, that your fins may 
be blotted out I. If we confeſs our fins ; 
God is faithful and jujt to forgive us our 
fins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſ- 


neſs. This is clear and preciſe, and the 


contrary tenets which admit no allevation 
of ſin in any caſe, or of pardon upon re- 


* Pſalm exxx. 3. ciit. 14. 1 Ifa. Iv. 7. $ Acts 
iii. 19. § 1 John i. 9. 
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pentance, are plainly repugnant to ſcrip- 
ture as well as reaſon, and to that mercy 
and goodneſs, which by both we are 
taught to aſcribe to the divine being. 


It is certain that the pardon of ſin, 
tendered as it is by the goſpel to the 
greateſt ſinners upon their faith and re- 


pentance, and including, as it always 


does, not only a remiſſion of the penalty 
due to it, but all that latitude of grace 
and favour which is implied in the chriſ- 
tian ſalvation, that is, a reſtoring the pe- 
nitent to the hopes of heaven and im- 
mortality, is always repreſented in the 
writings of the apoſtles, as procured for 
us by the merits of Chriſt. But this whole 
diſpenſation, the redemption of the world 
by Chriſt, is itſelf aſcribed to the original 
goodneſs and love of God to mankind, as 
its moving cauſe. The language of ſcrip- 
ture is, God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten ſon x. In this was ma- 
nifeſied the love of God towards us, that 
he ſent his only begotten ſon into the world +. 


* John 11. 16. + 1 John iv. 9, 
H- 
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He was made to us of God, wiſdom, rigb- 
teouſneſs, ſanctiſication, and redemption . 
The language of our bleſſed Lord is, that 
he was ſent, appointed of God, that he 
came not to do his own will, but the will 
of his father which ſent him. Who then 
ſhall tell us, that God hath forgotten to be 
gracious, and hath ſhut up his loving kind- 


neſs in arſpleaſure ? 


Next, if we are taught that good works 
are of no account, and that our beſt obe- 
dience will avail us nothing in the fight 
of God ; this is contrary to all the prin- 
ciples we have laid down, deſtroys all the 
notions we have of God's moral govern- 
ment of the world, and reduces religion, 
as we ſhall preſently ſee, to a ſyſtem of 


' myſtery and ſpeculation only, rather than 
a rule of life and conduct. 


It is certain that our beſt works can 
give us no claim of right on the juſtice 
of God, We have already received more 
at his hands than all our ſervices can 


$1 Cor. i. 30. 
9. repay. 
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repay. Our works and obedience have 

no metit of this kind. But if God has any 

mercy, grace, or ſavour for his creatures, 

and it is ſurely impious to doubt this, it 

muſt be obedience, a right conduct, in 

other words, righteouſneſs and holineſs 

of life, which recommends us to his fa- 

vour. The {inner cannot be as the righ- 

teous in his ſight. The great end of 
188 government is to ſecure obedience in the 

11 ſubject, and the only title to favour in 

| the ſubject muſt be obedience to the go- 

verning power. We cannot ſo much as 

| ſuppoſe any covenant between God and 

| man, but this muſt be the condition on 
| the part of man. Accordingly we are 

| every where told, that God will judge 

| every man according to his works * that 

they that have done good ſhall go into life 

eternal, and they that have done evil into 
everlaſiing puniſhment . 
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But here another part of the ſyſtem 1 
— 1 mentioned comes in aid of this doctrine. 
1 It will be ſaid that faith is the ſubſtitute 
of good works, and the only ſtipulated 
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| * Rom, ii. 6, + Matt. xxv. 46. 
} | con- 
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condition of acceptance with God, and that 
we are expreſsly told by St. Paul, that we 
are juſtified by faith without the deeds of 
the law *, This is one of the paſlages of 
ſcripture, which as I have above ſaid, are 
frequently abuſed to a ſenſe quite foreign 
to the truth. By faith is here plainly 
meant, embracing the goſpel, and the 
juſtification mentioned, has no reſpect, 
nor can with propriety be applied to the 
preſent ſtate of chriſtians, but to thoſe 
only who had lately embraced the goſpel, 
who' had been converted from Jews and 
Gentiles, and become Chriſtians. Theſe 
on their receiving the goſpel, or profeſ- 
ſing their faith in Chriſt, were admit- 
ted to a pardon for all their paſt fins, 
which is the thing meant by juſtifica- 
tion, and was fignificantly repreſented to 
them by baptiſm, which denoted the 
waſhing away of fin. They were admit- 
ted to a new ſtate of trial and proba- 
tion by the grace and favour of God, not 
for any works or merit of their own: | 
But were undoubtedly expected from that 
time, and are every where in ſcripture 


Rom. iii. 28. 


called 
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called upon, to lead holy and chriſtian 
lives, and to be fruitful in every good 


word and work, without which they 
could never hope to be finally pardoned, 
juſtified, or ſaved. 


Obedience to God muſt, as I ſaid, be 
the condition upon which his promiſes 
are ſuſpended. This obedience in its 
principle, as it reſides in the hidden man 
of the heart, which is what will be 
judged by God the ſearcher of hearts, and 
to which we muſt look for the real cha- 
rater of the man; obedience, I ſay, in 
its principle, is a total reſignation of the 
man, of his will and affections to the will 
and law of God. In its effects it includes 
both faith and good works: leading us to 
rely with abſolute ſecurity on God's truth 
and faithfulneſs—to believe that what he 
hath promiſed he is able alſo to perform; 
to ſubmit our underſtanding to his truth, 
how myſterious ſoever it may appear; and 
to commit our ſouls unto him in well- 
doing as unto a merciful creator; expect- 
ing his mercies declared in Chriſt Jeſus, 


how unmerited ſoever, how incomprehen- 
ſible 


I 


ſible ſoever, and wrapped up from our 
knowledge in tlie darkneſs of futurity. 
And thus is the virtue of faith, in its 
whole extent, included in obedience, and 
derives all its value in the ſight of God 
from the principle I have mentioned. 


But we are not yet got far enough in 
this labyrinth of error. We ſhall next 


| be told, that we are utterly incapable of 
; performing any good works ; that the beſt 
p works of the beſt of men are ſtained with 
a fin; that our nature is ſo impaired and 
3 corrupted by the fall of our firſt parents, N 
” that we have no power or will to refuſe ; 
ne the evil and chuſe the good, much leſs to | 
Fl produce any acceptable fruits of righte- | 
Jes ouſneſs; that notwithſtanding all the 1 
ſe warnings of conſcience, and the calls of 
uth _ God to repentance, notwithſtanding all f 
he his promiſes, threatenings, and exhorta- | 
em WE tions to a holy life, we cannot believe or | 
uth, repent till we are over-ruled by the irreſi- | 
and ſtible grace of God working in us to will , 


and to do of his good pleaſure. 


But where now is the righteous go- 
vernment of the world ? Is it poſſible that 
God 
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God ſhould exact from his creatures what 
he hath made them unahle to perform ? 
That he ſhould mock them by his pro- 
miles, and hold out rewards to their obe- 
dience when they can never obey? And 
let me aſk, if we have not the power 
of doing good, have we the power of 
doing evil? But this power cannot be 
without the other, To be guilty of fin, 
implies the power of not committing it. 
To chuſe the evil is to refuſe the good, 
Whatever we do from neceſſity and not 
from choice, cannot properly be called 
our doing, and certainly can neither be 
morally good nor evil. Is nat this then 
to charge God fooliſhly, and to make 
him the author of fin? Will not the 
worſt of ſinners upon this principle have 
a ready excuſe at hand- 7s be that 
hath made us, and not we ourſelves : Why 


then doth be yet find fault, for who hath 


rejiſled his will? But is it then true, that 
our nature is thus totally corrupt, that 


we have no principle of virtue, or good 
tendency leit within us? Is the love of 


God and our neighbour unnatural to the 


mind of man ? Is it human nature to 
be 


1 


be inhuman, that is, unkind and cruel to 
our neighbours? Is it a crime, as the a- 
poſtle ſuppoſes, to be without natural af- 
fection, and yet are all our natural aſfecti- 
ons criminal ? Is it the common ſentiment 
of mankind to abhor that which is good ? 
Are we not, on the contrary, made to 
reverence virtue and piety wherever we 
ſee them, and to deteſt and abhor the 
more flagrant characters of vice and im- 
piety ? 15 not this principle in ſome de- 
gree ſeen even in bad men? And docs 
not every man's conſcience, when it re— 
proves him for fin, proclaim aloud 
his ear that it was in his power to avoid 
it? If this doctrine be true, there is an 
end of all virtue and morality, of all rea- 
fon and religion at once. 


The depravity of mankind, and thei 
natural propenſity to evil, will be readily 
acknowledged; that we are drawn ofide 
if our own lufts and enticed ; that the fi- 
lufteth ggainſt the ſpirit ; and that there is a 
law in our members warring againſt the ler 
F our minds, and bringing us into capli- 

vity to the law of fin: Theſe difficulties 
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God hath thought neceſſary, to exerciſe 


our faith and prove our virtue. But the 

ſcripture aſſures us, that we may wa 

after the ſpirit and not fulfill the luſts of the 

fieſh ; that in this caſe, /n ſhall not have 
: the dominaon over us; that if we refit the 
Aevil he will flee from us; that even with- 
out the law, men might by nature do the 
things contained in the law ; that under 
the law many perſons wrought righteouſ- 
neſs *, and, as we may ſuppoſe, like Ze- 
charias and his wife Elzabeth, walked 
in all the commandments and ordinances of 
| the lord, blameleſs +. The {ſcriptures of the 
| old teſtament were, as we are taught in 
281 the new , profitable for doctrine, for re- 
11 proof, for correction, for inſtruction in 
191 rigghteouſneſs, that the man of God might 
1 | be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto 
164 all good works. How much more then 
is the grace of the goſpel ſufficient for 
us? How much more is the faithful chriſ- 
1 tian able to do all things through Chriſt 
1 that firengtheneth him &? The ſcriptures 
throughout apply to us, as men capable of 


5 .* Heb. xi. 33. + Luke i. 6. 1 2 Tim, iii. 16. 
{ ; $ Phil. iv. 13. 


|} | beration 


3 


dcliberation and choice. They ſometimes 
expreſsly afſert this power, and always 
ſappoſe it as ſtrongly as if it were expreſ- 
ſed. Behold, I fet before you this day 
a bleſſing, and a curſe. I have ſet before 


F thee life and good, deatb and evil. And 
4 again, 1 call heaven and earth to witneſs 
af this day, that I have ſet before you life and 
* death, bleſſing and curſing, therefore chuſe 
1 life*, So that the ſenſe of the whole 
85 may be expreſſed in the words of the ſon 
ed of Sirach: God made man from the begin- 
of ning, and left him in the hands of his 
he counſel : if thou wilt, to keep the command- 
un ments, and 70 perform acceptable faithfulneſs, 
24 He hath ſet fire and water before thee, 


3 reich forth thy hand unto whether thou 
whether him tiketh ſhall be given him . 


But the conſequences of this doctrine 
are ſo far from diſcouraging the abet- 
tors of it, that they have only led them 
do extend their ſyſtem yet farther, it is 
natural to aſl;, if men are univerſally in- 


Deut. xi. 26. xxx. 15, 19. f Eccluf. xv. 14, 
| 15, 16. 


D 2 capable 


wilt, Before man is hije and death, and 
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capable of doing righteouſneſs, and with- 
Gut righteouſneſs or holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord, who then ſhall be faved ? 
To this and the other difficulties mention- 
ed, their anſwer is, that to thoſe whom 
God hath dectecd to ſave, and whom he 
heath of his own mere will and pleaſure, 


not for any good diſpoſitions of their 


own, elected from the reſt of mankind, 
he will impart his grace, convincing them 
of fin, and of the infinite guilt they lic 
under; of their own inability to do any 


thing that is good; of their conſequent 


nee: of a redeemer, not only of infinite 
dignity to atone for their fins, but who 
muit in his own perſon ſuffer the puniſh- 


mient due for them, and in his own 
pcrlon fulfill the law in their ſtead ; that 


God will then infuſe his ſaving faith into 
their hearts, from which time they have 
the witneſs 0: the ſpirit within them, that 
the rightcouineſs of Chriſt is become thc 
rightcouſneſs; that they are not only julli- 
fied or pardoned, but ſaved, enrolled in 
the number of God's ele ; from which 
{tate of grace they cannot finally fall. 


. Here 


( Wy. } 


they can bring themſelves to believe it, 
which indeed ſeems not ſo eaſy, for the 
worſt of ſinners. It is indeed the worſt 
of ſinners, who by this account are neareſt 
to the grace of God, and molt likely to 
be of the number of his elect. If the 
beſt of men are not ſenſible that they are 
as bad as the worſt ; if inſtead of thanking 
God for the means of grace which they 
enjoy, for the helps and advantages which 
he hath vouchſafed them towards a holy 
and godly lite, for the benefits of his word 
and ſacraments, for giving them all things 


| pertaining to life and godlineſs; if inſtead 


of endeavouring to grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of all that is good, they 
are not convinced that all this grace hath 


been beſtowed upon them in vain; if 


they are not convinced that all their en- 


deavours thus aſſiſted will be loſt, and can 


have no tendency to recommend them to 
God's favour ; if they cannot believe that 
the guilt or righteouſneſs of one may be- 
come the perſonal guilt or righteouſneſs 
of another; however they may believe 


the goſpel and all the doctrines which they 


think 


Here now is an eaſy way to ſalvation, if 
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think delivered in it ; however ſincere they 
may be in their endeavours, and how- 
ever earneſt in their prayers that they 
may underſtand the ſcriptures arizht ; 
however they may diſchim alt merit in 
themſelves, and reſt the hopes of their ac- 
ceptance on the merits of Chriſt ; they 
are yet far from the kingdom of- God. 


Thus the mercies of God are arrogated 
to themſelves, by a few perſons who pre- 
ſume to deal out with an unſparing hand, 
the judgments bf heaven againſt others ; 
and yet charge with pride and preſump- 
tion the humble believer, whoſe faith only 
leads him to hope, with the poor publi- 
can, that God will be merciful to him a 


ſinner ; and that his imperfect endeavours 


to ſerve him will be accepted, and his fail- 


_ ures pardoned through the merits of Chriſt, 


Not content with robbing the righteous 
of all his hopes, and turning the virtues 
of the beſt men into ſin, they have ad- 
ded yet this above all, to entail the guilt 
of Adam's fin upon all his poſterity ; thus 
conſigning all without diſtinction, young 

an 
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and old, infant and ſuckling, to the 
puniſhments of the next world, for no 
other crime but that of being born in this, 
It could not be expected, that the ſcrip- 
tures ſhould warn us againſt a doctrine fo 
unlikely ever to be thought of as this, 
A thouſand volumes might have been writ- 
ten by the apoſtles, without their ſuſpec- 
ting that an opinion like this could be 
conceived by man. But happily, reaſon 
and juſtice do not more ſtrongly reclaim 
againſt theſe hard ſayings than the ſcrip- 
tures themſelves : which uniformly teach 
us, that God would have all men to be 
faved *; that Cbriſi died for all +; that 
God hath no pleaſure in him that dieth, but 
rather that he ſhould return and live t; 
that if” be halli concluded all under fin, it 
is that he might have mercy upon all 8. 
They no where ſpeak of the imputed 
rightcoutneſs of Chriſt, or ſuppoſe the guilt 

of Adam's fin to be imputed to his poſte- 
rity ; which cannot be believed without 


BY confounding all our ideas of juſtice and 


equity, of innocence and guilt. It is in- 


* 1 Tim. ji. 4. + 2 Cor. v. Is. f Exzek. xviii. 
23, 32. 9 Rom. xi. 32, 
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deed once ſaid by St. Paul, that as by the 


diſobedience of one, many were made ſinners, 


fo by the obedience of one Mall many be made 


righteous *, which is almoſt the only paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture that gives countenance to 
this doctrine, But the meaning of this, 
as I have formerly explained to you at 
large, is only that, as by the firſt man's 
diſobedience all men became mortal, were 
involved in the ſentence of death pro- 
nounced upon Adam; ſo by the obedience 
of Chriſt, the weight of this ſentence is 
removed, all are reſtored to life again, and 
to the hopes of a happy immortality. As in 
Adam all die, fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alive . This is ſufficiently explained in 
the verſes preceding. As by one man's f 
fence death reigned all are dead—judgmen! 
came upon all men to condemnation ; ſo by 
the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
upon all men to juſtification of life f. And 
happily, the caſe of imputed guilt is ex- 
preſsly and largely ſtated in one of the 
prophets, and thus decided with a ſevere 
rebuke on thoſe who charged the ways 
Rom. v. 19. + 1 Cor. xv. 22. tf Rom. v. 17. 
18, 19. | 
of 


1 


of God with being thus unequal. The 


ſoul that finneth it ſhall die. The fon ſhall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither 
ſhall the Father bear the iniquity of the ſon : 
the righteouſneſs of the righteous ſhall be 


upon him, and the wickedneſs of the wicked 
ſhall be upon him *. 


I would not be thought to be here cen- 
ſuring and condemning all who embrace or 


A | propagate theſe doctrines. Far be it from 
N me. We ſee many among them eminent 
4 for their piety and virtue, and who we 
5 doubt not will be ſaved for their works 
45 = fake; whoſe lives are indeed a reproach to 
in many of thoſe who too freely deride their 
1 = opinions. And it is perhaps owing much 
en?“ d our own fault, that theſe opinions 
;; have ſo far prevailed among us, 
ame 4 
And The open neglect of piety and chriſ- 
-x- Wah t122 worſhip, and of the public exerciſes of 
the } religion, among thoſe whoſe example car- 
vers ties weight and authority with it, hath 
as : infected, as is natural, the lower claſſes 


of men; and hence they who moſt want | 


* Ezek, xviii. 20—32. 
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to learn, deprive themſelves of the only 
opportunities of learning ; a conſequence 
of which 1s, that a general ignorance of 
the firſt principles of religion is attended 
with a general profligacy of manners, 
Diſſipation of mind and inattention to all 
things ſerious, and, of conſequence, a 
want of all religious principle, 1s the 
prevailing character of the age. And, 
perhaps, diſcouraged by theſe appearances, 
and by the little ſucceſs and the little coun- 
tenance their labours meet with, they 
whole office it is to call men to repen- 
tance, inſtead of increaſing their efforts, 
have been more ſlack and remiſs in their 
duty than they ought. In this ſtate of 
things, men of ſerious minds, alarmed 
with the overflowings of ungodlineſs, may 
with the beſt intentions, have attempted 
to awaken a ſenſe of religion in the care- 
leſs and inconfiderate ; but for want of 
judging rightly about the true cauſes of 
this corruption, for want of a due know- 


ledge of the ſciiptures, or of the proper 


qualifications for interpreting them, from 
converſing with books of myſtical piety, 
and the writings of thoſe who had. but 
| lately 


( 35) 


lately emerged from the darkneſs of po- 
pery, and were flill wandering in the 
mazes of ſchool divinity “, and, who 
were therefore in many inſtances bad in- 
terpreters of the ſcriptures, they have 
ſurely erred from the right way through 
a zcal for God, but not according to 
knowledge; adopting opinions long ſince 

E 2 exploded, 


* It can ſcarce I think be denied that the writings 
of many of our firſt reformers, and even the articles of 
the church, in their moſt obvious meaning, give too 
much countenance-to ſome of the doctrines here con- 
troverted. Thictc have indeed been interpreted in a 
difterent ſenſe, by writers of the firſt authority in che 
church. This latitude of conſtruction ſeems to have 
been claimed and allowed from the beginning. It has 
been defended by almoſt all who have written profeſſedly 
upon them ; and they have certainly for more than a 
century paſt, been generally interpreted, and that 
openly and avowedly, and therefore, I hope honeſtly, 
with this latitude, But it is {till pain and grief to in- 
genuous minds to fubſcribe to forms, which in their 
firſt appearance they cannot approve. I muſt therefore 
earneſtly join with thoſe who with to ſee the miniſters 
of our church relieved from this burden; from which, 
though bound by the ſame law, and formerly attached, 
at leaſt as firmly by prejudice to the rigid interpreta- 
tion, the miniſters of our diſſenting churches have found 
a way, and are, I am informed, very generally allowed 
by their congregations, as well as by the magiſtrate, to 
exempt themſelves. That there have been, and may 
411] ſubſiſt, many difficulties in the way of attempting 

this 
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exploded, and deforming religion with 
doctrines highly injurious to the honour 
of God, and ſubverſive of all the prin- 
ciples of morality. 


The miſchiefs to be apprehended from 
the prevalence of theſe opinions, are great 
and obvious. They expoſe religion to the 
contempt of rational men, and to the 
ſcoffs of the profane and impious, who 
will be glad to conclude that to be religi- 
ous is to be viſionary, and that piety and 
devotion but Hl accord with reaſon and 
good ſenſe, By decrying the uſe and ne- 
ceſſity of good works, making the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt ſtand for the obedience of 
Chriſtians, and placing religion in faith 
and opinion, they relax the obligations of 
duty, flatter the ſinner with falſe hopes 
of pardon without reforming and amend- 
this alteration in our national church ; every thinking 


and candid perſon will allow. And therefore, till this 
can be done, it ſeems a duty in all to forbear com- 
plainirg of their ſuperiors, and to judge charitably 
of thoſe, who, in ſubſcribing the ſame forms, aſſume 
a liberty of differing from them 1a the manner of in- 
terpretation; and for which licenſe they may now 


farely plead the tacit conſeat and allowance both of 
the church and Rate, 1 


ing 


beſt ſervices, imploring the grace of God's 
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ing his life, put a maſk into the hands of 
hypocriſy, and open a door to licentiouſ- 


neſs, By denying the power of choice 
and freedom of will to men, they help 


them to an excuſe for the worſt of crimes, 
aid make God, as I ſaid, the author of 
fin. By aſcribing all that is good in man, 
to the over-ruling and irreſiſtible power of 
of God, they deſtroy the poſſibility of 
virtue, the idea of a ſtate of trial and pro- 
bation, and of the juſtice of God in di- 
ſtributing rewards and puniſhments, 


Let us then be content with the plain 
practical way to happineſs and ſalvation, 
which reaſon and conſcience, in concur- 
rence with the law and the goſpel, have 
ever preſcribed; which is, by fearing 
God and keeping his commandments, by 
conforming our lives to the rules and pre- 


j cepts of the goſpel, by being holy in all 


manner of converſation and godlineſs ; uſing 


W thankfully and religiouſly all the means of 


grace we enjoy, humbling ourſelves under 
a ſenſe of our unworthineſs, and of the 
many failings and imperfections in our 


holy 
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holy ſpirit to aſſiſt and ſanctify our endea- 
vours, and relying at laſt on the merits of 
Chriſt for acceptance, through whom we 
have received the atonement, and wait in 


bope of eternal life. 


In trying the ſpirits or judging of doc- 
trines, which pretend to derive from hea- 
ven, let us conſult the ſentiments of na- 
ture and the firſt dictates of conſcience, 
which God hath written in our hearts, and 
therefore cannot deceive us. In interpre- 
ting ſcripture, let us take theſe and the 
light of reaſon along with us, and allow 
no conſtructions of them that are not con- 
ſonant to theſe, and to the firſt ptinciples 
of the oracles of God. Let us admit no 
doctrine for divine, that is not conſiſtent 
with the moral character of God, and the 
honour of all his attributes; his goodnel, 
juſtice, mercy, and truth. Whatever doc- 
trines coincide with theſe, and with the 
plain precepts of the goſpel ; whatever 


of morality, to righteouſneſs, temperance, 
and univerſal charity, lead us to love God 


and goodneſs, and to do the will of out 
father 


G 39 


father which is in heaven; theſe we may 
admit for true: they ſpeak the language, 
and breathe the ſpirit of the goſpel. On 
the contrary, whatever doctrines diſpenſe 
with the practice, or may be applied to 
to evade the force of the goſpel precepts; 
whatever doctrines looſen the obligations 
of duty, ſpeak peace to the ſinner, or 
flatter him in his ſins; theſe cannot be of 


the 


4 God, or of Chriſt, and are carefully to 
7” be avoided as dangerous ſnares to our 
SY conſciences. Let us ever interpret the 
hs more difficult paſſages of ſcripture by 
TS thoſe that are clear and evident, remem- 
Os bering that what is neceſſary to all, muſt 
oc: be level to the capacities of all. Let us 
"no dot wreſt theſe into articles of faith, or 
Lent W with this obſcure light in our hands, pre- 
\ the | ſume to enter into the counſels and decrees 
neſs, of providence, and matters of ſpeculation 
do- Which are too high for us, The ſecret 
| the L things belong unto the Lord our God : 
uren but 760 ſe things which are revealed, which 
haus e laid open to every underſtanding, theſe 
-ance, are the things which belong unto ws and 

I o our children for ever, that we may do all 
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the words of this law v. The myſteries 
of religion, as far as they are revealed 
to us in the goſpel, the doctrine of re- 
demption, and the great ſalvation wrought 
for us by Jeſus Chriſt, are myſteries of 
godlineſs; are deſigned to raiſe our ideas 
of the divine goodneſs and mercy, to ex- 
cite our love and gratitude, and to engage 
all the generous affections of the heart in 
his ſervice; to give us a due ſenſe of our 
high calling in Chriſt Jeſus, of the dig- 
nity and honours belonging to our chriſtian 
profeſſion, and of that eminence in piety 
and virtue which they require from us. 
Theſe therefore we ſhould contemplate 
with reverence, and give them their due 
influence on our minds, till zbe love of 
God rule in our hearts, and the love of 
Chriſt conſtrain us to all holy obedience, 
and to abound in every good word and work, 
When our faith is thus made perfect in 
holineſs, whcu it has ſpiritualized our 
affections, and raiſed them from the 
things on earth to things above, when 
it has captivated every thought into obe- 
dience, and made us ſtedfaſt and immov- 


* Deut. xxix. 29. 


able 
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able in the work of the Lord, we may 
then hope to be accepted in the beloved, 
and through his merits to be received as 
good and faithful ſervants into the joy of our 
Lord. But till this good work is wrought 
or begun in us, our faith is vain, we are 


C yet in our. fins, Our faith in Chriſt, in- 
0 ſtead of juſtifying us, will aggravate our 
* guilt, and increaſe our condemnation. In 
* a word, let us imitate the life before we 
= preſume to truſt in the merits of Chriſt, 
ty and bear ever in our minds that caution 
2 of the Apoſtle: Little children, let no man 
10 deceive you : be that dbeth righteouſneſs is 
ue righteous, even as he who fulfilled all righ- 
1 teouſneſs is righteous . 

0 
ce, 


1 John iii. 7. 
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4. Select Portions of Singing Pſalms, 
from the two Verſions allowed by Au- 


thority. For the Uſe of Churches. Price 
bound 6d. 3 
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